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Been There, Done That
Roy Eubanks,
Retired Teacher’s Perspective

Are you a tree or are you a post? A tree is alive, but
apost is dead. A tree continues to grow, but a post begins to
decay. A tree produces fruit, but a post has no fruit. A tree
spreads its branches, but a post has no branches to spread.
A tree can produce another tree, but a post cannot produce
another post.

One definition of alive is “marked by much life or
activity” which is much more than just existing. Are you
growing professionally, mentally, socially, emotionally,
spiritually, and financially? 1 know most of us are growing
physically. Are you producing good citizens, effective
leaders, and skilled workers? Are you spreading your
branches (your influence)? Have you produced another
agricultural education teacher?

Are you a tree or are you a post?

NCATA DUES PACKAGES
Dues should be sent to Jean Smith.
DO NOT MAIL DUES TO NCACTE OR ACTE!
Jean Smith, Secretary/Treasurer
305 W. Washington St., LaGrange, NC 28551

OPTION 1 NCATA $100.00
NAAE $50.00
TOTAL $150.00
OPTION 2 NCATA $100.00
NAAE $50.00
NCACTE $35.00
TOTAL $185.00
OPTION 3 NCATA $100.00
NAAE $50.00
NCACTE $35.00
ACTE $65.00
TOTAL $250.00

ADD-ONS REMAIN THE SAME
AGED Magazine $10.00
Widow's Fund $ 5.00

Presidential Perspective
Gerald Barlowe
Union High School
NCATA Past President

Thanks for a wonderful year and giving me
the honor of serving you as your president. It was a year | will
remember and cherish forever. | would like to thank all of our
officers, the state staff and you the teachers for your efforts in
making last year a good one for our organization. | will never
forget the feeling of pride | had when so many of you showed
up, on short notice, last summer in the legislature to help
push our agenda. It was a true uplifting for me. I must also
thank Nurham Warwick for all his many hours for hard work
on our behalf last summer. Sure we pay him for his services,
but we get much more then what we pay him to do. We were
very successful in our efforts last year but we cannot sit back
and gloat. We must continue to remain in contact with our
legislators and make them aware of Agricultural Education
and our concerns. One thing | learned last year above all
else is that for most legislators, we are not even on their radar
screen. We must continue to bring awareness to our program
and to educate those from urban areas of the importance of
our programs.

Finally I would be remiss if | didn't take a few
moments to thank a group of folks that have given so much to
Agricultural Education over the years. Each year we have a
few from our ranks that retire and move to a new phase in
their lives. Itis a goal I guess we all have and work toward.
This past year several of the past leaders of our organization
made this move. | would like to congratulate and thank them
for their years of service to the young men and women of our
state. Leaders such as Jay Terrell, Tom Kearns, and Cy
Vernon and others have made such a significant impact on
this profession and | will always respect, thank and applaud
them for their efforts.

Submit information for publication to:
Misty Lambert
Southern Guilford Agriculture Department
5700 Drake Road, Greensboro, NC 27406
Phone: (336) 674-4250 Fax: (336) 674-4254
Email: lamberm2@aquilford.k12.nc.us




From Manteo to Murphy:

News from the Southwest Region
Brian Davis
Weddington High School
Southwest Region Vice-President

If you missed conference, | have a few
regional updates for you. | am your new
NCATA Vice President for the region. The
alternate vice president is Tyrone Williams from Monroe High
School. Also, from this region Danny Blake of Piedmont High
School was selected as the new NCATA president-elect. Right
now, our regional membership is around 47%. This needs to
improve and | need your help. If there is a teacher in your county
that has not joined, please take the time to make them aware of the
great things that come with membership to NCATA.

If anything comes up that you would like to present to
NCATA for consideration, | can be reached at (704) 708-5530 or by
email at brian.davis@ucps.k12.nc.us. Also, | have made a regional
website and can post any news that you may have on the site. The
easiest way to submit items for posting would be to email me. The
website can be found at:
http://home.earthlink.net/~rbdavis76/ncatasouthwestregion/

News from the Southeast Region
Jason Davis
Hobbton High School
Southeast Region Vice-President

"It was the best of times ...it was the worst of times”
Greetings from the southeast region. We are all very aware that
the fall is a very busy time; training teams, county fairs, livestock
shows, preparing for national convention, and a host of many other
activities that can wear us down. It is during this time that it is
important that we maintain a positive attitude. We all encounter
setbacks, frustration, and problems teaching and our daily lives,
Our attitude toward these adversities reflects our character. Our
attitude and outlook will determine if this school year will be the
best of times, or the worst of times. | wish each of you a happy and
successful school year, and remember to "keep on keeping on."

I would like to also welcome the following members to the
Southeast Region:;

Annette McCollough-Spring Creek Middle School

George Beasley-Spring Creek HS

Jason Bullock-St. Pauls HS

Juan Martinez-Lumberton HS

Johnny Jessup-71st HS

Harvey Blackman-Lakewood HS

Mitchell McArthur-Hyde-Trask HS

Kathryn Johnson-Grays Creek Middle School

Reminder: If you have not already paid your NCATA dues, please
contact me via email at jdavis@sampson.k12.nc.us or by phone at
(910) 594-0242.

News from the Western Region
Kevin Bradley
Chase High School
Western Region Vice-President

[ just wanted to introduce myself to
the Western Region as their new vice
president and let you know that you can
submit your dues to me at the following
address: Chase High School, c/o Kevin Bradley, 1603 Chase High
Rd., Forest City, NC 28043. You may also reach me by phone at
(828) 245-0342 or by e-mail at kbradley@rutherford.k12.nc.us. Feel
free to contact me with anything you would like brought to the
NCATA Board of Directors.

Widow’s Fund Report:
David Cress
South Rowan High school
NCATA Widow's Fund Secretary-Treasurer

| vividly remember my first day as an agriculture teacher
on August 2, 1982 because | started my teaching career at the NC
Summer Vocational Teachers workshop. My high school teacher,
Mr. Ned Hudson, took me under his wing that day and made sure
that | did the appropriate agriculture teacher activities. One of the
things Mr. Hudson introduced me to on that day was the NCATA
Widow's Fund. Although | was not married and could not see why |
would have the need to join a widow’s fund, Mr. Hudson impressed
upon me the fact that by joining the Widow's Fund, | would be
helping the families of my fellow agriculture teachers in their time of
need. Every time | write a check to the NCATA Widow's Fund, | do
so knowing that | am helping one of my peers. As the new
Secretary-Treasurer of the NCATA Widow's Fund, | encourage
each of you to join. | heard Mr. Wayne Proffit say several times that
“he could think of no better way to help the families of our fellow
agriculture teachers than by becoming a member of the Widow's
Fund.”

My goals for the upcoming year include increasing
membership in the Widow's Fund to 400 members. This will allow
us to increase the death benefit. Currently retired teachers make up
the majority of the membership. | intend to contact each and every
member of NCATA who is not a Widow's Fund member and
request that you join to help your fellow agriculture teachers.
Please assist me in this manner by contacting me if you are
interested in joining. It will only cost you $5 to join. | can be reached
by phone at (704) 855-1390.

2004-2005 NCATA Board of Directors

President - Jimmy Roberts, President-Elect - Danny Blake,
Past President - Gerald Barlowe, Sec- Treasurer - Jean
Smith, Widow's Fund Treasurer - David Cress, Retired
Teacher Rep. - Roy Eubanks, Northeast VP- Roberta
Manzer, Northwest VP - Danny Montgomery, Southeast VP -
Jason Davis, Southwest VP - Brian Davis, Central VP - Dan
Gordon, Western VP - Kevin Bradley



