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NCATA Planning for the Future

On April 20, and July 8, 2002, the NCATA
Board met. The purpose of those meetings:
the NCATA 's future. The board spent time at
these two meetings discussing the current
status of the NCATA, what that status should
be in the future, and the course of action that
needed to be taken to get to that future
status. In order to address these concerns,
board members looked at the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats to the
NCATA. As a result of these meetings, a
mission statement and goals were identified:

Mission: NCATA is a professional organization
dedicated to the enhancement and support of the state
and local Agriculture Education Programs and NCATA

members.

Goals:
We...
-Provide professional development opportunities
-Are politically active
-Offer recognition for outstanding members and
programs
-Encourage scholarship programs
-Offer peer support

We aspire to be...

-A voice of all agriculture teachers, led by members
who are well trained and knowledgeable of their duties
and responsibilites to achieve the goals of the
organization.

This goal, also known as VOICE, will be
accomplished through increasing
membership, developing a retired teacher
network, and recruiting and training leaders
for the NCATA.

We aspire to be...

-Providing a mentoring program where an
accomplished teacher works with a new teacher in all
aspects of teaching agriculture.

In order to accomplish this goal, the NCATA
will utilize retired teachers to help with
program transitions, develop guidelines for
mentors, and promote more active orientation
with undergraduates. A special focus of the
mentoring program will be on single teacher
programs.

We aspire to be...

-Better inform members by regular publication of
newsletter using electronic technology and the web
site.

In the future, the NCATA newsletter will be
published by NCSU students under the
direction of the State AG ED Coordinator.
The newsletter will be distributed via e-mail
and state mailing, and may be viewed on the
NCATA web site.

We aspire to be...

-Improve communication and participate with other
entities that have a vested interest in agriculture
education.

Developing partnerships with various groups
and individuals with a vested interest in
agriculture will help the NCATA to accomplish
this goal.

The NCATA works for you the agriculture
teacher. For years the NCATA has been
actively involved in legislation that will benefit
the agriculture teacher, the agriculture
student, and the entire agriculture community.
If it were not for the NCATA, Agriculture
Education would be much different than it is
today. The NCATA is not an organization that
works on its on, it works because of members




and leaders who believe in agriculture
education and its importance to our students.
There are many benefits of being an NCATA
member. Many of those benefits we as
agriculture teachers utilize but do not realize
that they are the result of NCATA efforts.
Want to know more? Talk with your regional
Vice-President, or any other NCATA member;
they can tell you the benefits, and many other
reasons why you should join NCATA. So
become a part of the winning team, join North
Carolina Agriculture Teachers Association.

NC FFA State Convention

The NC FFA Association State Convention
experienced what many say a change for the
better this year. In the past, the State FFA
Convention was held in the Kerr Scott
Building at the NC State Fairgrounds. The
2002 NC State FFA Convention was held on
the campus of North Carolina State
University. Students had the opportunity to
participate in many activities not offered in the
past. There were a number of leadership and
career development workshops conducted
and tours of campus, the JC Raulston
Arboretum, and the NCSU Vet School were
made available to students as well. FFA
chapters also had the opportunity to
experience a taste of campus life at NCSU by
staying in a residence hall, eating in the
dining hall, and visiting the gym in their spare
time. Other FFA members demonstrated what
they had been practicing for many months in
their respective career development events.
Congratulations to all those members who
participated in state career development
events this year. Best of luck to those
chapters who will continue to practice and
prepare for national career development
events to take place in October at the
National FFA Convention.

SUMMER CONFERENCE
AROUND THE CORNER

Workforce Development Education Summer
Conference is rapidly approaching. The
Conference will take place on July 16 through
July 19, 2002, at the Sheraton Four Seasons
in Greensboro, NC. If you have not made
arrangements to attend, you are missing out
on an outstanding opportunity to develop as a
professional. Make plans to attend and reap
the benefits of the hard work of our
Agriculture Education Team.

Are vou online?

So is the NCATA!

You can visit the North Carolina
Agriculture Teachers Association web page
by visiting the NC FFA Web Page
(www.ncffa.org) and clicking on the link for
NCATA Homepage. Make sure to bookmark
this page.




