
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

President’s Report 
Jimmy Roberts 
NCATA President 
 
 

Christmas time is always special around our 
house as I am sure it is around yours.  The New 
Year brings lots of opportunities and challenges.  I 
hope that each of you is up to the task of being the 
best teacher and advisor that you can be for your 
students. 

We have many successes that were 
recognized at the NAAE convention during 
December in Las Vegas.  Our very own Roger 
Teeple finished up his term as National President of 
the NAAE.  The NCATA presented Roger with an 
engraved watch with hopes that he will now have 
more time to spend with his family.  Nick 
Armendariz and Frankie Farbotko were awarded the 
“Teachers Turn the Key” award.  Tom Sawyer was 
awarded the “Mentor of the Year Award” and has 
also become quite a celebrity following the recent 
article in the Agricultural Education Magazine.  Our 
Association was awarded two awards related to 
membership.  We are extremely proud of our 
winners.  I would also like to thank those that 
served as delegates. 

Now is the time for us to recruit those from 
our county who are not currently members.  Relay 
to the non-members the successes we have had in 
securing and maintaining 12-month employment.  
Tell them of the awards that can be won and 
recognition obtained by belonging to the NCATA.  
There is also tremendous opportunity for leadership 
development within the organization.  I hope that 
especially our younger members will be willing to 
serve on committees and then perhaps in a vice-
president role. 

The NCATA board will meet next during 
the Mega Conference in Greensboro.  I want to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
encourage each of you to involve your local 
legislator in the FFA Activities at your local high 
school.  I, just to open doors for communication, 
have sent each newly elected legislator a letter and 
have received back numerous positive responses.  
Just as you have encouraged your FFA members to 
fill out applications, I want to encourage each of 
you to consider filling out an award application.  
You are the best teachers in North Carolina, so let’s 
get the paper work done.  
  

 
 

Been There, Done That 
Roy Eubanks, 

Retired Teacher’s Perspective 
 

Recently, I heard a story about a child who 
was in a candy factory and was told he could eat all 
the candy he desired.  He bowed his head and 
prayed, “Lord give me capacity equal to my 
opportunity.”  Even with all the situations we have 
in agricultural education, we still have great 
opportunities.  Let us ask for capacity equal to our 
opportunities. 

Current teachers and some former teachers 
will be hearing from the state staff and NCATA 
about a diligent effort to get the names, addresses, 
and telephone numbers of former agricultural 
education teachers.  This will include not only 
retired teachers, but also anyone who has ever 
taught agriculture in North Carolina regardless of 
where he/she now lives or anyone who has taught in 
another state and now lives in North Carolina.  This 
group has great potential to provide much support 
for our Agricultural Education/FFA program in 
North Carolina, but we must first locate them.  We 
need you to help identify them and to get 
information about them so that they can better 
support you and your students. 
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Gerald Barlowe 

Union High School 
NCATA Past President 

 
     Once again the Holiday season 

has come and gone and we have started downhill on 
another school year.  Of course as Ag teachers we 
know that the last half of the year is our busiest as 
we prepared for CDE’s, complete award 
applications, prepare for spring plant sales and other 
responsibilities.  For me, it is during this time of the 
year that I start looking forward to attending state 
convention, FFA camp and seeing all my friends 
and colleagues at summer conference.  This spring 
and summer will once again be an important time 
for the NCATA.  As our legislature reconvenes for 
another session, they will undoubtedly face some 
budget challenges that may affect us.  It is 
imperative that we continue our efforts to keep our 
legislators informed of the good things happening in 
our programs.  Continue to invite them into your 
classrooms, your FFA activities, and any other 
activities that can spread the word of the good 
things that we are doing for our young people.  

Later this spring and summer you will be 
hearing about some significant steps taken by your 
organization that will surely make us stronger.  I 
hope you will keep an open mind about these 
changes and remember that we must now plan for 
the future if our organization and Agricultural 
Education is to remain a vital part of the education 
process in our state.   These past two and one half 
years have been great for me because I have 
watched our organization grow and become more 
solidified in our efforts.  I have never been more 
proud of my profession and each day when I see the 
Agriculture Teachers Creed sitting on my desk I am 
glad that I say that I am a vocational agriculture 
teacher by choice and not by chance. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Danny Blake 
Piedmont High School 
NCATA President-elect 

 
 

I would like to thank all the agriculture 
teachers for allowing me to serve this organization.  
Like most of you, I am very busy with school, FFA, 
alumni, church, community activities, kids’ ball 
practices, daughters’ dance recitals, home 
improvement projects, and many other activities 
that are too numerous to list.  As I always tell my 
students, I work on putting out the fire that is 
burning the highest.  However, we should all be 
willing to serve our professional organization.  
Many great agriculture teachers have served 
faithfully to make our organization and teaching 
profession what it is today.  As budgets become 
tighter and legislators continue to come from more 
urban backgrounds, our voices will need to be 
louder as we continue to fight for agriculture 
education. 

As president-elect, one of my duties is to 
raise money for the scholarship fund.  This year we 
will be selling collared shirts (golf type) with North 
Carolina Agriculture Teachers Association 
embroidered on the shirt.  All shirts will be pre-
ordered and delivered at State Convention, 
Leadership School, Summer Conference or mailed 
to your school.  All profits will go to the NCATA 
Scholarship fund.  Order forms and more details 
will be passed out at regional meetings and mailed 
to all teachers. 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE!!!!! 
New address for NCATA: 

PO Box 99 
Deep Run, NC 28525 

Submit information for publication to:
 

Misty Lambert 
Southern Guilford Ag Department 

5700 Drake Road, 
Greensboro, NC 27406 
Phone: (336) 674-4250  

Fax: (336) 674-4254 
E-mail: lamberm2@guilford.k12.nc.us



From Manteo to Murphy: 
 

 
 

Danny Montgomery 
Bunker Hill High School 

NW Region Vice President 
 

 
In stepping up to the plate through our 

professional organization to provide a better 
educational environment for our students and 
protect our benefits as agricultural educators, we 
need to examine our “image” in the public eye.  
Whether you like it or not, we are in the public 
“eye” of scrutiny twenty-four hours a day.  
Someone is always watching.  In many cases, we 
are the only teacher that has contact with parents, 
industry, and community leaders on a regular basis.  
We need to ask ourselves how has does the general 
public “view” you as a teacher and especially an 
agricultural teacher. 

As Americans, we type cast individuals 
based on first impressions.  When you encounter a 
new student who has shoes that are untied and they 
clop with each step, the shirt is down to the knees, 
and the pants are hanging mid-thigh, we 
unconsciously make an opinion about the student.  
Our opinion may be completely unfounded. 

As teachers, we have the opportunity to get 
to know the student behind the facade within our 
school environment.  However, the general public 
does not have the same opportunity to get to know 
us, as educators.   The general public makes many 
inferences through initial encounter.   Our dress 
unfortunately is one of those details that the public 
“eye” makes many decisions upon.  Those decisions 
can affect you in more ways than you think. 

North Carolina is moving toward a suburban 
community in which the general public will have no 
knowledge of agriculture or the need for 
agricultural education.  These folks can vote either 
for you or vote against you.  Remember the silent 
majority.  We must put our best foot forward with 
just a few basics.   We must embrace the ideal that 
we are professional and professional needs to dress 
as a professional.  Are we not role models? 

Clean boots and a little polish every once in 
a while works wonders in improving appearance.  
Properly fitting poplin pants are cheaper than blue 
jeans and are considered the standard in most 

professional settings.  Wear a tie, but make sure 
your shirt neck size is comfortable.  If you do not 
like wearing a tie, wear shirts that have the school 
insignia, “FFA”, or “Agricultural Education” 
imprinted on them.   Make sure your tattoos and 
personalize jewelry (navel rings, etc.) are well 
hidden!  If you have a weight problem, like I do, 
make sure your shirt covers your belly as well as a 
good belt when you bend over in class.  We do not 
want the wrong exposure! 

When you go to workshops, conferences, 
public meetings, etc. dress professionally.  You are 
representing not only yourself, but also every 
agricultural educator in the state.  The world is a 
stage, and to give your best performance you must 
dress the part.  You may agree or disagree with this 
position, but I hope it caused you to at least think on 
the issue.  Thank you for allowing me the 
opportunity to get upon my soapbox.   Now we 
need to hear from you.  
danny_montgomery@catawba.k12.nc.us 

 
 

A Request from NCATA 
 

We ask that each teacher research 
the records at their prospective 

schools and compile a list of every 
ag teacher who has taught there 
as well as their address and/or 
disposition.  Please bring this 

information to your spring 
regional meeting. 

 
 

Jason Davis 
Hobbton High School 

Southeast Region Vice-President 
 

LAMPS FOR WORSHIP 
A LEGEND OF ONE WHO SAW BEYOND 

By: Sue R. Griffie 
 
 “On the Western plains of this country, 
before the white man came to learn his presence, 
lived Wowassa, papoose of an Indian tribe. The 



tribe of Wowassa was a peace-loving people, 
dwelling on the plains in the shadows of the great 
mountains.  The flat rolling country, with its 
western boundary rearing great peaks to the sky, 
held a secret charm.  
 Then came to him the time of young 
manhood, and a summons to High Council.  Cross-
legged before the council fire sat an aged chieftain, 
and from his lips came the story of the tribe.  
Wowassa had learned to listen.  
 “To the westward, far across the foothills, in 
the Mountain of the Chieftain,” spoke the ancient 
monarch.  
 Though he dared not move a muscle to look, 
Wowassa remembered how often he had turned his 
face toward this, the highest of all the peaks, and 
wondered with all his being why it was called the 
Mountain of the Chieftain. His heart thrilled within 
him as he heard.  “According to the ancient custom 
of our people, he who would be chief among you 
must some day climb to yonder summit.  Many 
have been the seasons since I saw, and now old age 
is coming fast upon me. One among you must be 
the chief.” 
 In the silence of the Council, Wawassa’s 
muscles strained.  Dared he give himself in trial? 
Dared he brave the mountain’s danger; even to be 
chief? He dared. At last three strong youths stood 
waiting before the Chieftain. 
 “Only one thing I ask,” came the words. 
“Bring me, in your hands, a token of your journey’s 
end.” 
 There followed days of anxious wonder, 
nights of labored waiting. Out to the westward had 
gone the tribe’s three strongest braves.  About the 
council circle each night gathered the warriors 
seated in a circle before their chieftain. In the next 
circle from the council fire were the braves.  
 Then there came a night of tense 
expectancy.  From the wasteland were moving two 
forms.  About the council circle gathered every 
member of the tribe. Hours passed before from out 
of the darkness came the foot beats of the returning 
braves.  Into the circle of light came Nakado, fleet 
of foot, and stood before the chief.  In his extended 
hand there lay a tiny leaf-exquisitely shaped and 
beautifully colored. “Oh, Great Chief,” spoke 
Nakado. “In the bleakness of the mountain side; 
from the hardness of the winter forest, I have 
learned to see the wonder of Wokanda.  Is it not 
beautiful?” 

 “Beauty is in deeds well done, my son” 
spoke the chief.  “Beauty lies at the journey’s end-
you had barely reached the lowest mountain. Not 
for you the council’s honor.” And Nakado bowed 
his head.  
 Then into the circle of faces came Nowona, 
he that seeketh.  Proudly he bore to the council, 
hands filled with golden nuggets. “Far upon the 
mountain side, in the face of dangerous hardships 
did I seek this hidden wealth, O Chief.” 
 “Wealth lies beyond the touch of hands, my 
boy. Why did you stop there?” And Nowona turned 
in silence.  
 Then came anxious days and councils of 
grave import. Out there was the strongest and 
bravest of the tribe.  Out there were dark and cold 
and danger. On the plains the Council waited.  
 There are moments when the wind in the 
pine trees does not even whisper.  Into the Council 
came Wowassa-footsore, worn. Every heart beat 
heavily, and steady eyes scanned his every muscle. 
Then steadily Wowassa moved his clenched hands 
before him.  Every warrior’s muscles strained as 
though to help him lift a heavy weight. Then 
suddenly Wowassa opened his hands.  Eyes burst 
wide in disappointed wonder-his hands were empty. 
 “O Great Chief,” spoke Wowassa, “where I 
was there was nothing to bring. But, O Great Chief, 
where I stood I could see the shining sea!” 

(The Standard Publishing Co.1937) 
At times it seems we all get discouraged but 

it is important to remember that to young students 
we have that we are great role models, mentors, and 
leaders, the prize is just ahead.  Don't ever give up! 
Keep up the hard work! 

 I would like to welcome Ms. Ellen 
Blackman to the Southeast Region. Ellen will be 
joining Harvey Blackman at Lakewood High 
School. This is a very proud moment for Tim and I 
because Ellen is a former student. Ellen, we wish 
you the best. 

Membership for the southeast region is 88%. 
Just a reminder: If you have not already paid your 
dues, please contact me via e-mail at 
jdavis@sampson.k12.nc.us or by phone at (910) 
594-0242. 


